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Orville Wright was born in America in 1871. When he was a bo
y he was always drawing and making machines. He made model ¢
arts and model clocks and model trains.
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All Orville’s friends brought their broken models to him to men
d. His broth-er, Wilbur, helped him to mend them and when they
were order, they started their own shop to mend bicycles.
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One day Orville said, "Look at those birds flying round in the a



ir. Why can’t we fly like them?"

"Let’s make a flying machine. | am sure that we can," said Wil
bur. "We must think very hard. Nobody has ever made a really go

od flying machine."
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So they read all the books that they could find on flying machi



nes. Many people were trying to make flying machines at that tim

e and the brothers talked to some of them.

Then Wilbur and Orville got together all their motors and mod
els and began to work.
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First they looked at the birds and saw the way that the wings
moved through the air. "It’s like swimming," said Wilbur. "The win
gs push the air down and the bird moves up."
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"We must make a machine with wings and a motor," said Orvil

le.

"They must be strong and light and the body must be the sha
pe of a bird," said Wilbur.

They measured everything carefully and made drawings.
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