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THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS

As Richard Hannay walks home to his flat in London, he is feeli
ng bored. Nothing excitingbever seems to happen in England, he t
hinks. Perhaps he'll go back to Africa. But that night hehas a visito

r, a man called Scudder, who has a strange story to tell.

A week later Hanny is lying, hungry and exhausted, in the heat
her on a Scottish moor. Above him a small plane circles in the blu
e sky, flying low. Hannay lies still, hoping desperately that the pla
ne will not see him, and thinks about Scudder's little black noteb

ook in his pocket.
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Who are the people chasing him- the mysterious 'Black Stone'
that Scudder writes about? What is so important about 'the thirty-
nine steps'? And what is going to happen in London on thel5th of

June?

But Scudder has been murdered, and Hannay must find his ow
n answers, while his enemies chase him night and day through th

e hills of Scotland. If they catch him, they will kill him...
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THE MAN WHO DIED

| returned to my flat at about three o'clock on that May aftern
oon very unhappy with life. | had been back in Britain for three m
onths and | was already bored. The weather was bad, the people
were dull, and the amusements of London seemed as exciting as
a glass of cold water 'Richard Hannay,' | told myself, 'you have m

ade a mistake, and you had better do something about it.'

It made me angry when thought of the years | had spent in Afr



ica. | had spent those years working very hard and making money

. Not a lot of money, but enough for me.
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| had left Scotland when | was six years old, and | had never b

een home since. For years | had dreamt of coming home to Britai



n and spending the rest of my life there, but | was disappointed w
ith the place after the first week. And so here | was, thirty-seven y
ears old, healthy, with enough money to have a good time, and b

ored to death.

That evening | went out to dinner and sat reading the newspa
pers afterwards. They were full of the troubles in south-east Europ
e, and there was a long report about Karolides, the Greek Prime M
inister. He seemed to be an honest man, but some people in Euro

pe hated him.
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However, many people in Britain liked him, and one newspape
r said that he was the only man who could prevent a war starting.
| remember wondering if | could get a job in south-east Europe; it

might be a lot boring than life in London.

As | walked home that night, | decided to give Britain one mor
e day. If nothing interesting happened, | would take the next boat
back to Africa.

My flat was in a big new building in Langham Place. There was
a doorman at the entrance to the building, but each flat was sepa
rate, with its own front door. | was just putting the key into my do

or when a man appeared next to me.

Q C < 0 _OC¢C (0] N N
D%GQD’.)CU@% |-9'O'J§('D C\?S@Qﬁpg OP(DGUJ? O]?O(TP ?@330’3@0)
< N N C o C C cre N C (9]
ol &)O)Cgmm())@mcma?qc DT?UD@Q 0)0)@30)0)C[§C3(YL)

Q9 0OC¢ C o N < < O C o
OOO:@O:%CG:D’J OOO)@:OO[JB:G:DO C\B@@ U)ODC\B cOD0C &P(Xy_)ﬁ
< < C O Q ¢ QO < < N
051 09§05 003006 60305 86200005 WML 0
6075000 226§607EPEPLED BAEQEWSBE §3Se0 o
q0» 2000 QC:§(B:eg, oapeoy F2gpPi[0d: cagpoPRiea

N <
(oploplon]]|



N C NO oc O Q NN [ o [y
(78J§GO)D 3’33& 139@0? CD@QGCRP(YDE)@QDQCKUO @?8@9006”
N Q N ¢ [o c c [N [Ny (N c o <
OOOOO)ZPQI@OOOOII OOJ:TJ?’) U)@qu’BQﬁGog QO agmwej h]ep]
N Q o ¢C N [\ E N (o)
OC@OSO)GP OO’)? @@@URS&PQC G@OU)G%OQ(D@ :)DG:Y)’)@0 G’Z)(Dq
O’)OPB @%GU)’?@OSC{IOII

(78]%6(7)’3399%8(7) OD$(DGSOO 3969000839& 39330%@@3?0 O/]I
30

N Q C [} C Cc O < N <
G'BSSQG@O’JCDSQQ?’D o SQGOI]('DG‘D’J(;ﬂO’)ODII 3’1606 9§SG

o3

o

Q Q '] o C C C o ’] O CcO0C _©
o &)8@’)8@0 I S’BGGﬂ?S?OC 39%(7)008 2@0800 (YL)OD([)CODS@OS

g

Or]II 08]%@(7)’3 039']89(3 (cé GOD?(I)@SG§UL)$8 GU)S(’Y% C\?U)OSG

N N <
oo GGP(DC\)OO’] [opJon]]

He was thin, with a short brown beard and small, very bright e
yes. | recognized him as the man who lived in a flat on the top flo

or of the building. We had spoken once or twice on the stairs.

'Can | speak to you? He asked. 'May | come in for a minute? H

is voice was shaking a little. | opened the door and we went in.
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'Is the door locked?" he asked, and quickly locked it himself. T
'm very sorry," he said to me. 'lt's very rude of me. But I'm in a da
ngerous corner and you looked like the kind of man who would u

nderstand. If explain, will you help me?"
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'I'll listen to you,' | said. 'That's all | promise. | was getting wor

ried by this strange man's behavious.

There was a table with drinks on it next to him, and he took a
large whisky for himself. He drank it quickly, and then put the glas

s down so violently that it broke.

'I'm sorry," he said. 'I'm a little nervous tonight. You see, at thi

s moment I'm dead.
| sat down in an arm chair and lit my pipe.

"How does it feel?' | asked. | was now almost sure that the m

an was mad.
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He smiled. 'I'm not mad-yet. Listen, I've been watching you, an
d | guess that you're not easily frightened. I'm going to tell you m
y story. | need help very badly, and | want to know if you're the ri

ght man to ask.'
"Tell me your story," | said, 'and I'll tell you if | can help you.'

It was an extraordinary story. | didn't under stand all of it, an

d | had to ask a lot of questions, but here it is:

His name was Franklin P. Scudder and he was an American, b

ut he had been in south-east Europe for several years.
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By accident, he had discovered a group of people who were w
orking secretly to push Europe towards a war. These people were
clever, and dangerous. Some of them wanted to change the world
through war, others simply wanted to make a lot of money, and t
here is always money to be made from a war. Their plan was to g

et Russia and Germany at war with each other.

'l want to stop them,' Scudder told me, 'and if | can stay alive
for another month, | think | can.' 'l thought you were already dead

," | said.

"I'll tell you about that in a minute, he answered. 'But first, do

you know who Constantine Karolides is?'
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'The Greek Prime Minister. I've just been reading about him in

today's newspapers.'

'Right. He's the only man who can stop the war. He's intelligen
t. he's honest, and he knows what's going on and so his enemies
plan to kill him. I have discovered how. That was very dan gerous

for me, so | had to disappear. They can't kill Karolides in Greece b



ecause he has too many guards. But on the 15th of June he's com
ing to London for a big meeting, and his enemies plan to kill him

here."

'You can warn him,' | said. 'He'll stay at home.'
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'That's what his enemies want. If he doesn't come, they'll win,

because he's the only man who understands the whole problem a



nd who can stop the war happening."
'Why don't you go to the British police?' | said.

'No good. They could bring in five hundred policemen, but th
ey wouldn't stop the murder. The murderer will be caught, and he
'll talk and put the blame on the governments in Vienna and Berli
n. It will all be lies, of couse, but everybody will be ready to believ
e it. But none of this will happen if Franklin P. Scudder is here in L

ondon on the 15th of June.'
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| was beginning to like this strange little man. | gave him anot
her whisky and asked him why he thought that he was now in da

nger himself.

He took a large mouthful of whisky. 'l came to London by a str

ange route - through Paris, Hamburg, Norway, and Scotland.

| changed my name in every country, and when | got to Lond
on, | thought | was safe. But yesterday | realized that they're still f
ollowing me. There's a man watching this building and last night s
omebody put a card under my door. On it was the name of the m

an | fear most in the world.
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'So | decided | had to die. Then they would stop looking for m
e. | got a dead body-it's easy to get one in London, if you know ho
w - and | had the body brought to my flat in a large suitcase. The
body was the right age, but the face was different from mine. | dr

essed it in my clothes and shot it in the face with my own gun.

My servent will find me when he arrives in the morning and he
'll call the police. I've left a lot of empty whisky bottles in my roo
m. The police will think | drank too much and then killed myself.'
He paused. 'l watched from the window until | saw you come hom

e, and then came down the stairs to meet you.'
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It was the strangest of stories. However, in my experience, the
most extraordinary stories are often the true ones. And if the man
just wanted to get into my flat and murder me, why didn't he tell

a simpler story?

'Right," | said, 'I'll trust you for tonight. I'll lock you in this roo
m and keep the key.

Just one word, Mr Scudder. | believe you're honest, but if you'r

e not, | should warn you that | know how to use a gun.’

'Certaily, he answered, jumping up. I'm afraird | don't know y
our name, sir, but | would like to thank you. And could | use your

bathroom?'
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When | next saw him, half an hour later. | didn't recognize him

at first. Only the bright eyes were the same. His beard was gone, a



nd his hair was completely different. He walked like a soldier, and

he was wearing glasses. And he no longer spoke like an American.
'Mr Scudder-' | cried.

'Not Mr Scudder," he answered. 'Captain Theophilus Digby of t

he British Army. Please remember that.'

| made him a bed in my study, and then went to bed myself,
happier than | had been for the past month. Interesting things did

happen somtimes, even in London.
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The next morning when my servant Paddock arrived, | introdu
ced him to Captain Digby. | explained that the Captain was an im
portant man in the army, but he had been working too hard and
needed rest and quiet. Then | went out, leaving them both in the f
lat. When | returned at about lunchtime, the doorman told me tha

t the gentleman in flat 15 had killed himself.

| went up to the top floor, had a few words with the police, an
d was able to report to Scudder that his plan had been successful.
The police believed that the dead man was Scudder, and that he

had killed himself. Scudder was very pleased.
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For the first two days in my flat, he was very calm, and spent a
Il his time reading and smoking, and writing in a little black noteb
ook. But after that he become more restless and nervous. It was n
ot his own danger that he worried about, but the success of his pl
an to prevent the murder of Karolides. One night he was very seri

ous.

'Listen, Hannay,' he said. 'l think | must tell you some more ab

out this business.

| would hater to get killed without leaving someone else to ca

rry on with my plan.
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| didn't listen very carefully. | was interested in Scudder's adve
ntures, but | wasn't very interested in politics. | remember that he
said Karolides was only in danger in London. He also mentioned a
woman called Julia Czechenyi. He talked about a Black Stone and
a man who lisped when he spoke. And he described another man,
perhaps the most dangerous of them all, an old man with a young

voice who could hood his eyes like a hawk.



The next evening | had to go out. | was meeting a man | had k

nown in Africa for dinner.

When | returned to the flat, | was surprised to see that the ligh

t in the study was out.
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| wondered if Scudder had gone to bed early. | turned on the li
ght, but there was nobody there. Then | saw something in the con

er that made my blood turn cold.

Scudder was lying on his back. There was a long knife through

his heart, pinning him to the floor.
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