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Introduction

Gandhi looked at the ocean and walked onto the beach. He to
ok some salt in his hand and showed it to the people. “I am break

ing the law,” he said.

Gandhi was ordinary boy from an ordinary Hindu family in Indi
a . He married and had children. He studied law at collage in Engl

and. But he was not an ordinary man.

His first job took him to South Africa. Here life was hard for In

dians
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They were not Christians and they were not white. A policema
n threw Gandhi off a train because of his color. This changed him.

He started to fight for the rights of Indians

When Gandhi left India in 1893, he wore European clothes. He
came back to India in 1915 in simple, white Indian clothes. This w

as a different man---a man with ideas and new ways of protest.

In India, Gandhi started to fight for independence from Britain.
It took more than thirty years. He wanted to change India’s rulers.
But he also wanted to change Indians. He showed them a simple,

holy way of life.
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When an angry Hindu shot Gandhi, for a minute a light went o
ut in the wold. “But,” said Jawaharlal Nehru, the first leader of fre
e India, “in a thousand years, people will see that light . . . It is the

light of truth.”

Mahatma Gandi is famous everywhere in the world. He died in
1984, but everybody knows his name. He was an Indian leader, bu
t he was also a world leader. He showed the world nonviolent pro

test. People in many countries follow his ideas today.
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Chapter 1

An Ordinary Boy (1869-1881)

Mohandes Karamchand Gandhi was born in 1869 in Porbandar
, in the west of India. His family were Hindus. Most Indians are Hin
dus, and Gandhi came from an ordinary Hindu home. They weren’
t a poor family and he went to school. He read books and he play
ed in the streets with his friends. He hated sports at school, but h

e enjoyed long walks.
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“I made mistakes when | was young,” Gandhi wrote later. One
day he took some money from his older brother’s room. He felt b

ad about that.

Another time, he didn’t listen to his mother. “Hindus never eat
meat or fish. They never kill animals,” she always told him. But hi
s friend had different ideas. He told Gandhi, “The British are stron
g because they eat meat. They rule India because they are strong.

” So Gandhi ate meat, but he didn’t tell his mother.

He lived an ordinary life and he made ordinary mistakes. But h
e wasn’t an ordinary man. He was a Mahatma, a “Great Soul,” and
a leader of his people.
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When Gandhi was born, Britain was a strong country. It ruled |

ndia. How did this happen?

1497 The first Europeans arrived in India by ship. They were P
ortuguese. The Dutch, British, and French followed. At this time, |

ndia wasn’t one country--- it had many different leaders.

1600 The British started the East India Company. They wanted
to buy things from India. They gave money to some leaders and ki

lled other leaders. They fought the Dutch and French in India, too.



1757 An Indian ruler, Siraj-ud-Daula, fought the British. The Fre
nch helped him, but the British won.
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1818 The East India Company ruled most of India. Clothes, sug

ar, and other things went from India to Britain by ship.



1857 Indians Fought the British everywhere in India. The Britis
h won, but they closed the East India Company. There was now a
British ruler in India. He had 70,000 British soldiers and 160,000 In

dian soldiers.

1899 By this time India, Canada, Australia, Hong Kong, Singap
ore, Jamaica, South Africa, and other places in Africa were all in t
he British Empire. The British bought and sold things. They made

a lot money from their empire.

1900 Many British people were born and died in India. It was t
heir home. But they didn’t live with Indians---they ruled them.
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Some richer Indians went to Britain. They studied there. Poore

r Indians went to other places in the Empire and worked there.
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