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Enemy Turned Friend

by Saw San Po Thin

| took a leading part on the Karen side in the racial incidents o
f 1942. We were therefore the enemies of the Burma Independenc

e Army, commanded by General Aung San.

But Aung San had a natural flair for turning bitter enemies int
o stout friends. | found that out for myself when | emerged to expl
ore Rangoon after the declaration of ‘independence’ in August, 19
43. | was curious to meet Aung San and called on some Thakins, a
nd Thakin Than Tun, who introduced me to him. | told him that |
fought on the Karen side during the incident and was an enemy .
General Aung San smiled and said that a brave enemy was a good

friend.

| had been warned by my own people before I left for Rangoon
that the BIA and the Burmese would kill me. On the contrary | fou
nd the reception warm and sincere, and my doubts and suspicion
s quickly vanished. Bogyoke Aung San invited me to join the Arm

y and work with him and his colleagues to restore and strengthen



Karen-Burmese friendship. | joined, but told him that Saw Kya Do
e was more of a military leader than | , and Bogyoke asked me to
try to get him to come in too. Saw Kya Doe was hesitant at first a
nd | had to almost drag him out to meet Bogyoke. The meeting co

nvinced Saw Kya Doe of Bogyoke’s sincerity and he joined too.

A Karean battalion was formed, and Bogyoke personally saw t
o it that the Karen boys were made to feel at home and treated w
ell, in fact, better than the Burmese boys,. We all worked togethe
r to restore Karen-Burmese friendship and achieved slow but subs

tantial success.

Bogyoke not only made a friend out of me - a former enemy -
he converted me into a loyal follower too. He had a magnetic pers
onality and one could not help following him. When the elections
for the Constituent Assembly were held, many of our Karen friend
planned to boycott them. | went to Bogyoke and asked for his adv
ice and he told me must decide whether as a leader | would lead,
guided by my own deep convictions, or follow other people. | cam
e away all their arguments, nor my beloved wife even with her thr

eat of divorce , could shake me in my decision.

(From a speech in the Constituent Assembly, the 29th july,194
7)

PROBLEMS FOR BURMA’S FREEDOM



Comrades

We have come here today as delegates of the nation to join in
this momentous assembly. It is meet that we have gathered like t
his, for this is the one infallible way that mankind in its pristine wi
sdom has taken to itself for the solution of any question before it
ever since the days of ancient tribal assemblies. It is also appropri
ate and indeed auspicious that we have assembled ourselves at a
place hallowed in our history. Here, on this height, under whose s
hadow we are meeting, stands the majestic Shwedagon Pagoda w
hich is the standing monument of our nation’s labour of love, the
shrine and refuge of our nation’s deathless hopes and boundless i
nspirations, the gigantic feat of human creation chiseled out of ho
ary legion, reflecting , in its golden beauty, mortal man’s tireless s
triving after the infinite and the absolute. Here, before us, lies the
rolling health; over its expanse, several years ago, great events ru
mbled loud and long, and scarred its face not too gently at times
and made it what it has been to this day - a consecrated land rev
ered by our nation. Here, great men of our history came in days of
yore and offered to dedicate themselves to the service of the nati
on. Here, in short, our history might be said to have germinated a
s it had other noted region of our country, Tagaung, and had, pho

enix-like, resurrections several times again!
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