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Forward

G.H Luce

This booklet will, we hope, herald a new age of Myanmar
poetry. Exposed for half a century to the impact of western culture,
Myanmar Literature has only just survived. Jts only chance was to absorb
that culture, out triumph over it. Yangon University and the "World of
Books" have helped. Jf anyone still doubts whether the tide has turned, let

him reads these poems.

Minthuwun is a true Myanmar, but not an upper Myanmar.
This poet of young Myanmar is a son of the ®elta, born almost within the
sound of the sea. For all the alien influence around him, his language is
Myanmar pure and undefiled. His themes, too, are Myanmar, 8uddhist,

even traditional. He is a Scholar who has drunk deep of ancient Myanmar,



of Pali, Pyu, old Man and old Myanmar. Yet few of these poems are
burdened with scholarship. Long-winded rigmarole is utterly eschewed
with a few simple-artful touches (See "“Wingaba") the poet stamps his
image on the mind. He delights in homeliness, colloquialism, in village life
and nursery ditties. Even a foreigner feel the neatness of his lyric mote.
Vet out of the Sweetness comes forth strength (See "The Paean of
Freedom") the strength of delicacy, of one who knows and trusts his

feelings and dare show them, of one who looks into his heart and writes.

Jt was a happy notion to print his friends' English translation
with these poems. They are very free, often read rather like variations on
his theme. They are themselves the work of poets, independent, sensitive,

and sometimes strangely felicitous.

G.H. Luce
August, 1936
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Four Score and Seven years ago our fathers brought forth on

this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the



proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that
nation, or any nations so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.
‘We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to
dedicated a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here
gave their lives that, that nation might live. Jt is altogether fitting and

proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate - we can not
consecrate - we can not hallow - this ground. The brave men living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power

to add or detract.

The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here,
but it can never forge what they did here. Jt is for us the living, rather, to
be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here

have for so nobly advanced.
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The first time d met KTH (Ko Than Htut) was when we boarded
the ss-Worcestershire together on our way to England back in 1947. Jt
was on 18 July, just one day before the assassination of Bogyoke Aung
dan, news of which was relayed to us by the homeward bound demobbed
officers of the British Fourteenth Army who had heard it on the ship's

wireless.
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May J Conclude my "Than Htut by Thet Tun" by praying for a



searching "Thet Tun by Than Htut" on the occasion of my own 80th

anniversary.
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