


Benvenuto the dragon poked his head out of his dark must
y cave. He yawned and blinked his eyes. His forked tongue da
rted in and out. He sniffed the sweet air eagerly. After a long ¢

old winter, spring had come at last to the Catskill Mountains.
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Like all dragons, Benvenuto had slept through the winter m
onths. And now he was good and hungry. He hiccupped, and t
wo handsome blue smoke rings floated from his nostrils. Then
he clumped out of the cave in search of breakfast.
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When Benvenuto was a baby, Paolo Bruno had found him i

n this very same area. The

little animal was alone and helpless, and Paolo had taken h
im to New York to live with the Bruno family. Later, when Benv
enuto grew big and strong, the Brunos had brought him back t
o the woods. And now he was enjoying a life of freedom.
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Benvenuto yawned again and stretched. The morning sun f
elt warm on his green scaly back, and the air hummed with the
lively sounds of spring. There was the murmuring of a brook. T
he soft rustling of leaves. The warbling of song sparrows. The f
ussy droning of bees. The croaking of frogs in a pond. And th

e loud rumbling of Benvenuto's empty stomach.
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Across a shallow stream a green hill rose steeply. Half way
up this hillside, Benvenuto spied a patch of bright purple clover
. His tongue flickered out and his pointed tail quivered with joy
. Clover blossoms were a real treat.

oo$®§,,ﬁo$<]°1<;§o§ eooo&vg%zeoTooéoﬁemd‘S ooo%cx%cf)
omg aqézespéemcr%c;ory)cﬁ 6%8:08@08003 ehlep 390@05(\09
MDER CF0500I MD§VE&0IE, QP 0§S:oéeozn’d coz.0m
ag@éo?orgcx?m saooogc C\Pmc\?oef?@ §G§Of:) :39[53:00(\)

. C e ~NQg ¢
oG(.Ep_g_CO)

oG (TJOQ O?@S]G@ODOO) I :7)§@§ﬁ\o%390805 Q-a
e oo
=

e}

Q
8@08 8038038(3@(3 ﬂé&)§@§0’)’)0’)’) 3’3?%000’)05

Dragons don't care much for water, but Benvenuto was itch
ing to get at the clover. So he splashed bravely across the stre
am and started up through the tangle of weeds and bushes.
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He pushed along happily, looking forward to his meal. Then
suddenly — SLAM!

Benvenuto looked down in surprise. A steel trap, hidden in t
he tall grass, had snapped shut on his leg!
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He tugged and tugged, but the curved jaws of the trap held
him tightly. Luckily, the dragon's tough coat of scales protected
him, and the trap didn't hurt. Still, he couldn't pull loose.
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In growing alarm, Benvenuto tried very hard to free himself.
He tried as hard as he could. He lunged and plunged. He lash
ed and thrashed. He tugged and twisted. But nothing worked.
The steel jaws held his leg in a powerful grip which seemed to
taunt him.
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Benvenuto calmed down and tried to think. The trap had a t
hick chain on it. The chain went around a big tree, and was fas
tened with a heavy lock. Could he breathe flames and burn the

tree down? That was a possibility. But even if he succeeded, h



e would start a bad forest fire. The whole hillside could go up i
n flames, and hundreds of tiny woodland creatures might die.
He himself would be caught in the blaze. No, burning the tree
wasn't a solution.
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More frightened than ever, the dragon tried again to free hi
s leg. But he couldn't- no matter how much he lunged, plunged

, lashed, thrashed, tugged and twisted.

At last he sank to the ground. What a spot to be in, he thou
ght. When the hunters came to check their trap, they might sh
oot him. And if the hunters didn't come, he might starve to deat
h.

N
oD
N c O c o N cCroc 9] < <
qu %G@GOO’J(Y)O? C\gU)(& G@O(DCDQ)@@ @3@08%’3@)@@00“
'] N N C N N c ¢ C C c ON o ¢ O
31600 D000 M0 Gﬂoégl Gt?O(DCCC\PO(\POI U)ODC\PO (YPOD(YP

G’BSO(%GG@)C\)’JO’]UFESII

G@O(ﬁ@(‘?:@d}’; oo%@gfﬁlo%mp_g: e@@éeoTcx}qc\oPcﬁmoSn
G@O(YSG(T)’B) OE(T) ?C\%@éﬁ@’_)g (TJOSII ?&%3@(70)(73 OR(TOBQ S\L GOO’)(%
GIPRIERIY  CYOSOOF  GPEINY$9D RO 60§00%
008%3808%8 33(\3 (?Q(%SGO&GGPO’S@QD’)@QEC\)&CS OEO)Q%G(Y)’.)E

U)é: GQ)’D(CZGSZPOS)OC\)?D SGOD’JCUC)@S 6303803.%(03 U)OSC\% I

Suddenly Benvenuto wished he was back on Bleecker Stre
et. Safe with Paolo and Gina and their parents. Safe in their co
zy apartment. Enjoying the laughter of the children and the deli
cious smells of Mrs. Bruno's cooking.
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In a panic, the dragon lunged again. He tugged with all his
strength. But it was no use. He was trapped, all right. Trapped
and helpless. A green tear rolled slowly down his long nose. W
hat was in store for him? What would happen to him now? He
had no answers at all. A moment ago he was free - now his fut
ure was clouded in mystery.
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Worn out by his struggles, Benvenuto fell into a fitful doze.
The long hours crawled by. Then he was awakened by noises.
At the bottom of the hill, two men were shouting and crashing
about. He could tell from the sounds that the men were climbin
g the hill. They were heading straight toward the trap. In anoth

er minute, they would find him!

Benvenuto got slowly to his feet. A growl rumbled deep in h
is throat. Fearful but defiant, he turned toward the sounds and

waited ...
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