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Introduction

| was first acquainted with writer U Ba Byunt, whose pen nam
e is Kyun-Zin-Myae Saw Khet, at the Rakhine Dhammayon in 2015
and,l Knew him as a National literary Prize-winning Rakhine write
r at that time, | envied him very much. Later, | frequently met hi
m in some Rakhine literary activities. So | gradually came to kno
w more about him. It is learnt that he was born and bred at a sm
all fishing village in a series of islands lying between Kyaukphyu a
nd Myae-bon on the Rakhine coast. As he was born to a poor fa
mily, he had to struggle hard since childhood for survival. On som
e holidays, he had to go out fishing with his father into the sea a

nd often faced some unexpected perils in the stormy sea. Due to t



he ignorance of the people in the rural area, his mother died of t
ooth-ache. So his mind was stirred by the desire to make the you
ths in the rural areas educated so that the rural people would be f
ree from various social ills. With this unyielding determination, he
tried amidst many difficulties and challenges to be a teacher. Wh
en he achieved his aim, he devoted his life not only to teaching b
ut also to forming the reading habit among the villagers by establ
ishing village-libraries. Moreover, he did some writing during his |
eisure, there by making himself a writer. Thus he could make a g
ood name as a writer due to zealous efforts. Personally, | cannot
help but respect and envy him for his unyielding efforts to realize
his goal and devotion to his life career, his benevolence toweards

the people of the rural areas and his brilliant literary talent.

The book of his entitled. "Paint our Deeds in the colour of Meri
t"is anthology of ten short stories written based on his personal e
xperience faced during his struggles to climb up higher rungs of th
e ladder of his life career. It is known that this book procured him
the first Sarpay Beikman Literary Prize in 2006 and the National L
iterary Award in 2008.

| notice that all the stories in his book can enhance the courag
e of the rural youths to face the challenges of life. They can also c
ompare wholesome and unwholesome tendencies of the youths.
Besides, they can highlight how some youths overcome destructi

ve minds and then adopted constructive ones, setting good exa



mples to other young people. They can also clearly explain the
responsibilities of parents towards their children and vice versa.
Moneover, as the sea life is depicted on personal experience of th
e author, the readers will surely feels as if they were in the sea. At
the same time, they will be motivated to sympathize with the live
s of fishermen and to praise their bravery, and tanacity, with whi

ch they get through the dangers and difficulties in the high sea.

Especially, | am aware that this book is the one which can teac
h the youths to drop their bad habits and to form good ones and,
in other words, which can admonish the youths not to mix unwho
le some mental factors (Akusala Cetasikas) with wholesome ment

al factors (Kusala Cetasikas).

Therefore, | want to say that this book is like a lighthouse whic
h can guide the youths who here lost their bearings in the stormy

ocean of life to the proper path to the shore of success.

May Saya Kyun-Zin-Myae Saw Khet be able to continue writin

g books which can contribute a lot to the nation and the people.

Dr. Saw Mra Aung
Writer

* k%
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The Author’'s Words

My childhood was so hard. But, | had been crazy for the life o
f a school teacher since childhood. | had been trying for ten yours
to pass the 10th standard examination during the time when the s
uccess in the tenth standand examination could guarantee the ca

ndicate the position of a school teacher.

However, to my sorrow, | had to drop out from school when |
passed the 8th stardand examination, as my parents’ business wa
s not good enough to put me to school at that time. Therefore, |
had to help my father, who was then a widower, by casting fishin
g-nets and fishing lines in the Bay of Bengal. Thus | looked after m

y younger brothers and sisters.

l, living in a small thatched hut in the forests, had to study the
books borrowed from my friends to be able to sit for the examina
tions of the 8th and the 10th standards. | then had no chance to a
ttend any school, governmental or private. | alone had to make a

brown study in th shabby hut and in the fishing-boat while fishin



g in the sea. It was thus that | was moulding my life to achieve th
e life of a school-teacher. Ten years after leaving school, | passed

the 10th standard examination as an external candidate.

| was appointed a school teacher and first assigned in Myebo
n Township, Rakhine State in 1979. | was transferred to Yangon Re
gion in 2003. | had to attend the Middle School Teacher Training C
ourse at the Pathein Educational College in 2005. There, | found
myself very mush interested in the explanation about colours ma

de by the teacher of painting art.

The teacher explained that white colour conveyed some sense
s-purity, cleanliness, and beauty, that it was, therefore, the best a
mong various colours and that as it represented cleanliness and
honesty, it was the colour which symholized wholesome actions (
Kusala Kamma) | was so much satisfied with his explanation that

it ramained branded in my heart.

Therefore, while | was writing various episode of my life accou
nts, | wanted the youths to have the mind free from immoral me
ntal factors (Akusala cetasiksa). In other words, | have always wa
nted youths to have the mind, pure and white, which represents t
he colours of moral mental factors (Kusals cetasikas). Thus, the p
hrases "The running of my childhood"and "paint in the colour of

merit " have come onto the pages of my book.



Kyun-Zin-Myae Saw Khet

**k%
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A short Biography of the Author

He was born to U Maung Aye Sein and Daw Ma Saw Nwe at Ng

apathone village in Myebon Township, Rakhine State in 1950.

He pursued the primary school education at Thayet Taung vill
age in Myebon Township and the middle and high school educati
on in Kyaukphyu Township. He obtained a B.A degree (Myanmars
ar). He served as a school teacher under the Ministry of Educatio

n for 33 years from 1979 to 2012.

He started writing short stories and poems, when he was just
a high school student. He won many prizes in the literary contes
ts held to mark the crime-reduction, the World’s Teachers Day, Th
e Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Awards, Pakokku U Ohn Pe’Prizes a
nd Mother’s loving-kindness. In 2008, he was awarded the Nationa
| literary Award (Youth’s literature) for his book titled "Paint Our D
eeds in the Colour of Merit". He has Published 25 books so far. He

has been writing for 50 years.

He established the Yoma-Alinkar Sarpay Waing in 2014 and ed



ited the stories of new young writers and introduced them to the
audience. He has so far Published up to the 4th volume. He is con

stantly trying to publish them continuously.

Today, he lives at No0.439/Ka, Tagaung Street, 5th Ward, South
Okkalapa Township, Yangon Region.

His personal name is U Ba Nyunt.

* %%



